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“We felt the project has successfully given 
young people a high quality experience, 
raising their awareness of wildlife in their local 
area and inspiring them to get involved in its 
long term care” 
Jude Murray 
Director 

NatureEd CIC 

 

Recipient: NatureEd Community Interest Company 

Project: Helping Our Local Wildlife – eco-activities for young people 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,700 

 
NatureEd CIC is a not-for profit organisation based in the Pennines Township with a 
commitment to helping local communities enjoy and benefit from their local green spaces 
through exciting environmental opportunities.  Working from their education base at 
Hollingworth Lake Visitor Centre, NatureEd offer high quality environmental education 
experiences at an affordable cost through a range of site-based and outreach learning 
opportunities. 
 
Helping Our Local Wildlife project aimed to support local voluntary sector youth groups. eg 
Brownies, Cubs, etc to explore and help look after green spaces in the Pennines Township 
through participation in a choice of different eco-activities which would help them achieve 
awards, eg Wildlife Explorer/Naturalist Activity Badges including planting native bulbs, trees, 
wild flowers, etc; making a bird feeder station, next boxes, litter picking, etc and learning about 
trees in winter, making seasonal decorations, etc.  Activities were scheduled during October 
2016 to February 2017 to link with other national environmental campaigns such as National 
Tree Week, Tree Dressing Day and RSPB Big Garden Bird Watch. 
 
NatureEd delivered ten Helping Our Local Wildlife sessions involving young people from 
Milnrow Beavers & Cubs, Wardle Guides, Newhey 35th Brownies, Smithy Bridge 24th 
Brownies, Littleborough Lion Club, Newhey Green Gang, Nature Ninjas and Milnrow Youth 



  

 

Club, with 190 young people and 36 adults taking part in total.  The sessions helped the 
young people to explore and also look after their local green spaces.  Activities which directly 
improved wildlife value included bulb planting (Harehill and Milnrow Memorial Parks), making 
a mini-beast hotel (Wardle churchyard), litter picking (Hollingworth Lake), making bird nesting 
stations (for Newhey Primary School) and making bird feeders (for own gardens).  As well as 
making a positive contribution to improving wildlife, the young people also used the 
experience to achieve environmental related awards including the Wildlife Badge, Beatrix 
Potter 150th Anniversary Challenge, Community Action Badge and John Muir Discovery 
Award. 
 
This project has achieved benefits for the wider community with activities such as litter 
picking and bulb planting made physical improvements to the environment making local 
parks safer and more enjoyable places to visit.  Activities linked into other community 
initiatives such as the Rotary Club who had donated bulbs and footfall to sites will have 
increased as the young people have been re-visiting the sites with school and parents to 
enjoy the product of their labour.  Participants have shared their experiences with others 
including classmates, colleagues, friends and family.  NatureEd were informed the Newhey 
Green Gang took their nest building socks back to school to put in the grounds and to show 
the rest of the school how they made them.  A parent of one of the Newhey Brownies was 
going to repeat the activity the following week at the school where they taught.  Members of 
the general public visiting Hollingworth Lake recognised the efforts of the Nature Ninjas, 
chatting with the young people about the problems of litter.  The Ninjas led a follow-up 
recycling activity with parents and other young people at the Barnardo annual celebration 
event. 
 
In addition to the eco-activities sessions, the grant enabled NatureEd to develop better 
publicity material and a website to make it easier for group leaders, parents, partner 
organisations, etc to access information about NatureEd activities.  The website provides a 
way of sharing success stories, recognising the valuable contribution made by the young 
people and giving ideas of how they can continue to enjoy and help wildlife in the local area.  
It is a useful one-stop shop for the wider community to access support and get ideas for 
getting involved in enjoying and helping their local green space. 

Milnrow Beavers and Cubs learning about 

pond life at Hollingworth Lake as part of their 

Wildlife Badge 



  

“We felt the project has successfully given young people a high quality experience, raising 

their awareness of wildlife in their local area and inspiring them to get involved in its long 
term care. The feedback we received from group leaders confirmed this, with 100% of 
feedback rating the extent that the activities raised awareness about local wildlife and its care 
as good or better and everyone expressing an interest in booking again. We also noted that 
often the adults got as much out of the activities as the young people. 
 
The equipment we have purchased has proved a useful investment for the CIC as it 
continues to be used by other groups.  The binoculars have been used by visiting school 
groups and also our Dig n Delve Parents and Under 5’s group.  The secateurs have been 
used by NatureEd ~ Ranger Service Green Volunteers and also on Family Forest Fun public 
events.  The portable display has already been to various locations including Littleborough 
Library, Coach House & the Visitor Centre.  Together with the website, it is raising the profile 

of NatureEd and the service we offer” 
Jude Murray 

NatureEd CIC 

Wardle Guides making a 
mini-beast hotel for the 
village churchyard and 
Smithy Bridge Brownies 
making bird feeders and 
practising for the RSPB Big 
Garden Bird Watch 

Nature Ninjas litter picking and receiving their John Muir Award 



  

Newhey Green Gang learning bird ID skills and making 
nest building socks for school grounds 

Littleborough Lion Club and Newhey Brownies bulb 
planting in their local parks as part of their Community 
Badge 



  

”The project has engaged young people 
from deprived backgrounds and attracted 
new members of the community who have 
actively continued their Library membership.  
The feedback from the young people and 
their families was really positive and 
encouraging” 
Nadeem Hussain 
Senior Library & Information Assistant 

Smallbridge Library 

 

Recipient: Smallbridge Library 

Project: Read and Feed 2016 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £5,000 

 
Smallbridge Library's Read and Feed Project was an initiative throughout the school summer 
holidays to provide every child aged 5-11 who joined the Big Friendly Read with a free lunch 
on Mondays, Thursdays and Fridays between the time of 12 noon until 2pm.  The children 
had an opportunity to read and discuss the books they are reading, participate in arts and 
crafts, poetry writing and get active with outdoor games sessions. 
 
The Big Friendly Read was the name of the Summer Reading Challenge 2016 that aimed to 
get children into libraries to keep up their reading skills and confidence during the long 
holidays.  The Challenge has a different theme each year and children can read whatever they 
like - fact books, joke books, picture books, audio books - just as long as they are borrowed 
from the library.  Children receive special rewards each time they finish a book and there's a 
certificate for everyone who completes the Challenge.  The Summer Reading Challenge is 
open to all primary school aged children and is designed for all reading abilities. Schools work 
with local libraries and give out information to encourage children to take part, and most 
libraries run Summer Reading Challenge linked early year’s activity for pre-schoolers.  The 
theme of The Big Friendly Read celebrated 100 years of the wonderful  
writer Roald Dahl and his fabulous stories.  It was free to  
join and children just needed to be members of the library.   
Every child received a special Roald Dahl themed folder,  
collectors’ cards and other goodies, plus a medal and a  
certificate when they read any six books over the summer  
holidays. 
 
The project has exceeded expectations in terms of  
attracting young readers into the library and engaging  
them in The Big Friendly Read in this pioneering initiative.   
The Summer Reading Challenge experienced an  
increase in 2016 compared to 2015 of 500%.  The  
provision of a free lunch was a way of ensuring some  
consistency for those children who are in receipt of free  
school meals and this project has attracted interest  
from a wide range of areas including BBC North  
West Tonight, GM Radio, local community groups  
and other libraries. 

https://readingagency.org.uk/children/practitioners-guides/summer-reading-challenge-resources-for-teachers.html


 

  

“…it’s taken nearly 2 years to find a route 
from lower Watergrove to upper heights 
and now it is operational I would deem this 
as a great success” 
Ian Tait 
Organiser 

Wardle Volunteers 

 

Recipient: Wardle Society on behalf of Wardle Volunteers 

Project: Opening up Long Causeway, Watergrove 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £588 

 
Wardle Society is an independent group of Wardle residents who are interested in local 
matters and meet every month to discuss issues affecting the village.  The aims of the group 
are to promote high standards of planning and architecture in or affecting the area, educate 
the public in the geography, history, natural history and architecture and secure the 
preservation, protection, development and improvement of features of historic or public 
interest in Wardle.  Wardle Volunteers meet regularly to undertake environmental 
improvement projects in public areas. 
 
Wardle Volunteers sought a grant to contribute to the restoration of the historic route of Long 
Causeway situated at the North side of the Watergrove Reservoir, Wardle to create a path 
that links the lower and upper areas at Watergrove and provides an additional 40 miles of 
paths accessible for walking, cycling and horse riding over to Whitworth, Bacup, Todmorden, 
Littleborough and Calderbrook  An area of Long Causeway had not been cleared for 40 
years and marsh grass had blocked the drain and subsequently covered the path in 
vegetation.  The path consisted of stone slabs approximately 2m wide that are in good 
condition and the removal of the vegetation to expose the stone stabs has provided access 
to cyclists, walkers and horses to over 50 miles of additional routes.  Regular use of the path 
will mean no need for maintenance as walkers, cyclists and horse riders travelling along the 
route will take care of any vegetation growth so there will be no legacy costs. 

The path was invisible and inaccessible 



  

“The workers were able to reach out to 
local community members who were able 
to identify hotspots where young people 
congregated and also work with services 
that deliver interventions in the area” 
Shakila Hamid 

Operational Manager, Early Break 

 

Recipient: Early Break 

Project: Assertive Outreach Project 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,250 

 

Early Break delivers substance related treatment interventions to young people under the 
age of 21.  The service addresses the associated complexities in offending and health 
behaviours amongst young people.  Early Break has been an innovative provider of 
interventions since 1994 through a clear person-centred ethos in which all stakeholders are 
valued and shown respect, proactive outreach and special projects in collaboration with 
partner agencies, specialist substance misuse screening and assessments with young 
people and families, alternative therapy provision, service user involvement and the award 
winning Holding Families Project where they address the impact of parental substance 
misuse on family life.  The service has a strong social media presence, with national and 
international reach, offering harm reduction on a daily basis. 
 
The Assertive Outreach Project has delivered an Early Intervention street and community 
based outreach service in Pennines Township, addressing needs of young people who are at 
risk of substance misuse, specifically young people that are at risk of using Novel 
Psychoactive Substances as these have created many health issues for young people and 
increased the number of people being admitted to A&E.  The main objectives of the project 
were to: 
 

 Provide the skills, information and advice around health, education, family and offending, 
etc resulting in young people being empowered to make informed choices around their 
health and lifestyle. 

 Young people who ‘fall through the net’ are identified and offered support in addressing 
substance use and associated needs. 

 Assertive work in areas that are seeing an increase use of Novel Psychoactive Substances 
(illegal/legal highs) or drug/alcohol use 

 Improve the health and wellbeing of young people and reduce the risks that young people 
take in relation to substance use and offending. 

 
Outreach sessions were delivered on Friday evenings from 6pm–10pm across the Pennines 
area with visits to various parks, outside shops, community venues in the area, Train Station 
and Tram stops, etc.  The workers were able to reach out to local community members who 
were able to identify hotspots where young people congregated and also work with services 
that deliver interventions in the area such as the Youth Service and Care Homes to reach out 
to young people they may have identified as risk taking or using substances. 



  

 

The work that was delivered in the Pennines area included: 

 Provided young people in the area with food which was donated to Early Break 

 Provided clothes from the clothing bank to at risk and vulnerable young people and 
young adults  

 Delivered brief interventions around risk taking behaviour and risk to self and others 
when using substances  

 Signed young people up to the condom distribution scheme and provided sexual health 
advice and condoms 

 Managed behaviour as some very small groups of young people were throwing stones 

 Provided education to young people and local residents about the service and how to 
access the service if they required a service or needed the service to intervene with 
young people they were concerned about 

 Harm Reduction advice provided to young people who were using substances 

 Referrals into Early Break for young people identified and wanting to address their 
substance related issues including young people requiring support for family issues 
around substance misuse 

 Signposted young people to online tools they could use to help with issues they 
presented such as the www.dontbeazombie.co.uk 

 Signposted young adults and one adult who was homeless to adult drug services for 
support to address drug and alcohol issues 

 Spoke to young people about Child Sexual Exploitation to increase awareness and 
knowledge of grooming  

 Identified a volunteer opportunity for one young person and signposted them to meet 
with Early Break 

 Provide brief interventions around smoking cessation and gave details for how to refer in 
for these services 

 Supported a young person who was found begging in the area of Rochdale 

 Reported any potential drug dealing to crime stoppers  

 Completed questionnaires with young people in the Pennines area as part of Rochdale 
Safeguarding Board to ensure their voices are heard about how safe they felt in their 
community  

 
A total of 15 sessions were delivered in the Pennines area and a breakdown of young people 
seen were as follows:  

 Total of people engaged: 622 

 328 males (young people) and 294 (young people) engaged 

 17 professionals or community members engaged 
 
Alcohol and cannabis were the main substances that young people disclosed using along 
with tobacco; there were smaller numbers of young people reporting using illegal highs 
(NPS) and cocaine. 

 

As a result of the work that was delivered the project achieved a raised awareness of the 
services that support issues such as substance misuse, CSE, sexual health, emotional health 
and wellbeing; increased awareness around the risks attached to substance misuse so young 
people are able to make safer decisions and reduce harm caused; professionals and 
community members are aware of the services provided by Early Break and are more 
confident to contact the service about any concerns they have around substance misuse and 
young people; made young people aware of online support and services that can help with 
issues around emotional wellbeing and substance misuse, and young people requiring 
support are referred to Early Break to receive interventions to reduce their substance misuse. 



   

“Enhanced CCTV system for Stevenson 
Square to deter anti-social 
behaviour/criminal activity and provide a 
safer environment for the local community” 
Mark Reynolds 
Crime & Anti Social Behaviour 
Prevention Officer 

Community Safety 

 

Recipient: Community Safety, Rochdale Borough Council 

Project: Stevenson Square CCTV System 

Fund: Capital Fund 

Awarded: £12,000 

 
Stevenson Square CCTV provision was a standalone camera recording on equipment 
housed within the Tenants and Residents Base in Stevenson Square.  This base closed 
after Rochdale Boroughwide Housing cuts.  CCTV in other Pennines Township areas has 
been upgraded and cameras are monitored 24/7; they are much more efficient in assisting 
with crime prevention and offender prosecution. 
 
An upgrade of the CCTV in the Stevenson Square area involved the installation of two 
cameras with a wireless link that facilitates the capacity to access around 20 cameras and 
transmits on a different frequency from Milnrow and Littleborough to ensure no signal 
issues.  The cameras provide live monitoring 24/7 of Stevenson Square and parts of Halifax 
Road to deter anti-social behaviour and criminal activity.  CCTV is an invaluable evidence 
resource to deal with residents’ complaints not otherwise available and provides 
reassurance and a safer environment for the local community. 



  

“One parent commented on the fact that 
she struggles to get her son out to join 
clubs and socialise but he loves Lego and 
books so this club is perfect for him” 
Laura Taylor 
Senior Library & Information Assistant 

Wardle Library 

 

Recipient: Wardle Library 

Project: Wardle Library Lego Club and Games Club 

Fund: Ward Fund 

Awarded: £384.70 

 
Wardle Library is a community hub for various groups/individuals and organisations with 
resources made available to help people gain access to free information, learn, improve 
their wellbeing and aspire.  The library is an integral part of the community in bringing 
people young and old from all backgrounds together to create a fun, safe and learning 
environment for everyone. 
 
Equipment was acquired to improve service provision to young people and support the 
national curriculum as part of STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) with the 
establishment of a Lego club and games club.  The activities promote creativity, problem 
solving, enhance communication skills, development of critical thinking and literacy ability. 
 
The Lego club experienced a high volume of interest when it was launched with many 
children attending the library including boys who are difficult to engage with in the library.  
The Duplo has been very popular with Mums attending the library with their younger 
children. 



  

“I feel that this club has had a positive effect on local children offering a fun, safe and 
creative environment where they can socialise.  This offers a fun introduction to the 
library and the wider library service which some families may not have been aware 
of. 
 
Highlights have been seeing the library being used by more children and parents 
from the community and them all getting involved in creative Lego building together. 
Seeing children using the library who are not necessarily library users.  Watching 
parents and their children sat together on the bean bags sharing stories and 
spending lots of time in the library” 
 

Laura Taylor 
Senior Library & Information Assistant 

Wardle Library 

 

Improvements to the layout and use of the junior area in the library have been complemented 
with the purchase of two bean bags to provide extra seating for parents/carers and their 
children.  The bean bags in the junior library offer a comfortable space to share books 
together and make a relaxed and inviting area. 
 
The clubs will sustain and increase library membership, attracting new young members 
including boys who are underrepresented, and support families with young children with 
literacy and creativity. 



  

“The highlights were the comments we 
received from the participants.  All of them 
were very positive” 
Janice Kidd 
Co-Chair and Project Officer 

Rochdale Field Naturalists Society 

 

Recipient: Rochdale Field Naturalists Society 

Project: Looking at the Biodiversity around Milnrow, Littleborough and Wardle 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £1,590 

 
Rochdale Field Naturalists Society aims to stimulate interest in the natural history in 
Rochdale and the surrounding areas, support other groups and organisations with kindred 
interests, and help conserve the natural history of the area and educate others of all ages to 
do likewise.  The society has a membership of 80 people from all areas of the borough who 
attend talks during the winter months, monthly coach trips to areas of outstanding natural 
interest, and twice monthly events to identify and learn about the flora and fauna within the 
borough.  Also the society organises surveys of particular species or areas and co-operate 
and work with other organisations such as Lancashire Wildlife Trust, the mammal group, the 
Green Volunteers, and act as eyes and ears for the Rochdale ranger service.  All the 
society’s records from their activities are shared with the Greater Manchester record centre.  
Activities help in identifying the biodiversity of the area, and in promoting its conservation, 
and help to improve the quality of life for a host of people by offering a healthy, outdoor 
hobby, among like-minded people. 



  

 

The project ‘Looking at the Biodiversity around Milnrow, Littleborough and Wardle’ was 
proposed to encourage the people of the Pennines Township to engage with the natural 
environment, to discover the rich biodiversity of life to be found, and ultimately to help to 
protect it; to alter the image of the Pennines as grim industrial northern towns by highlighting 
their natural heritage and the national and internationally important species that abound here 
and to engage more people in outdoor activities leading to a healthier lifestyle. 
 
Rochdale Field Naturalists Society worked with other organisations to host five ID skills and 
reporting events (trees x 2, fungi, birds and water invertebrates) and eight walks in Pennines 
Township.  Simple identification and reporting sheets for non-scientists were produced to 
record the results of the sessions and all species recorded for these activities have been sent 
to GMEU and the information displayed on the upgraded Rochdale Field Naturalists 
Society’s website available to the wider public, other environmental organisations and 
interested bodies.  A total of 184 people attended all the events with the majority of 
participants aged over 50 apart from people who attended the fungi walk and one or two 
participants at the other events. 
 
Benefits aspired to from participation in the project included more people having a better 
understanding of, and respect for wildlife to be found in the area; more people may be 
involved with wildlife bodies that protect the environment such as the Rochdale Green 
Volunteers and Rochdale Field Naturalists Society; improved self-esteem for people taking 
part as they realise the richness of the area; healthier lifestyles of those taking part; more 
help to Rochdale Greenspace and Countryside services as more people act as ‘eyes and 
ears’ for them and readily available information on an easily accessible website.  Rochdale 
Field Naturalists Society report the attendance at the events suggests that people have 
increased their understanding of the wildlife in the area and the membership of the club has 
increased by 15% over the past year, although some long term members did not renew, 
making an overall increase of 7% and many of these new members have proved to be very 
active. 
 
Rochdale Field Naturalists Society achieved all their outputs but they had hoped for more 
linkages with other organisations and attracting some younger people to the events.  
However, the events were so popular with the Rochdale Field Naturalists’ members that they 
are now planning to do more of these shorter specialised events around the borough in their 
forthcoming programme. 

Tree ID Session 



  

Fungi ID Session 

Bird ID Session 

Water Invertebrates ID Session 



  

“Littleborough Food & Drink Festival was 
highly successful in achieving the original aims 
to organise an event that would attract large 
numbers of people, local and from outside the 
area, putting Littleborough on the map” 
Neela Jackson 
Volunteer Sub-Committee Member 

Littleborough Food Festival Sub Committee 

 

Recipient: Littleborough Food Festival Sub Committee 

Project: Littleborough Food & Drink Festival 2016 

Fund: Town Centres Fund 

Awarded: £3,250 

 
Littleborough Food & Drink Festival 2016 on Saturday 11 June was staged to coincide with 
the Queen’s official 90th birthday with the theme of an old fashioned British street party with 
seating area and decorations including Union bunting flags and balloons.  The festival had a 
mix of outdoor and indoor venues.  Littleborough Square was transformed into a ‘food hub’ 
with food and drink stalls, entertainment with live music from Jaeger Maestros and Wardle 
Junior Blast and ‘street party’ seating areas.  Hare Hill Road staged cooking demonstrations, 
entertainment, face painting and food and drink stalls.  These two locations were 
complemented with a ‘food trail’ where visitors were provided with a map and invited to visit 
each participating shop, café, restaurant or business to sample food tasters provided by the 
business or a food trader situated within the business premises for the event. 
 
Unprecedented numbers of people visited Littleborough on festival day and promoted the 
area and shops as being a vibrant, lively independent place to shop and eat.  The grant 
awarded enabled the event to grow substantially as it funded the mobile demonstration 
kitchen, marquees, trestle tables/seating, decorations, entertainment and considerable 
marketing and publicity and this enhanced the quality of the event. 
 
The ‘food trail’ led to an increase in foot fall in participating shops and businesses.  Local 
restaurants were invited to take part in the event with the option to run a stall or provide food 
tasters in a local shop with priority given to Littleborough based businesses.  The 
demonstration kitchen gave three local chefs from Littleborough Deli, The Green Door 
Restaurant and The White House, the opportunity to showcase their talents, provide 
informative demonstrations for the public to watch and promoted their individual businesses.  
Many people prior to the event had stated they thought local chefs should be given the 
opportunity to take the stage and feedback from the public about the demonstrations was 
very positive. 
 
After the success of this year’s festival, planning has commenced for the event next year with 
proposals to obtain additional road closures to create the space needed for stalls and 
entertainment areas.  The provision of a dedicated marquee for acoustic entertainment in 
Littleborough Square and individual ‘busker style’ street entertainment in Hare Hill Road in 



  

 

response to feedback from the public that music throughout the day would enhance the 
overall atmosphere.  Also create more attractions for children with activities such as 
traditional interactive ‘game’ style stalls such as coconut shy, hook a duck, etc, and 
introduce creative street entertainment such as jugglers, balloon modellers, mime artists, etc 
to appeal to all ages.  It is proposed to encourage shop owners to see a longer term benefit 
of participating and the organisers are currently discussing ways to increase the return of 
customers to Littleborough businesses.  Littleborough Food & Drink Festival organisers 
anticipate that the event will grow year on year providing they can maintain the support they 
have received. 



            



      

General feedback from business owners 

 

“What a great event, we had a lot of new faces checking out our wonderful shopping 
community.  It’s not about what we sell on the day; it’s about showing people what they are 
missing by not shopping regularly in Littleborough.  A great thanks to our organisers and 
marshals” 
Ray Sutcliffe, The Village Bakery 
 
“Huge well done to everyone concerned.  Lovely to see the village bustling with people” 

Kelly Turner, 25Ten Boutique 



 

 

 

 

  
“We brought together local businesses and the community in a way that has not been 
achieved before.  …we saw an increase in numbers from last year’s trial event” 
Neela Jackson 

Volunteer, Littleborough Food Festival Sub Committee 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

“…substantial change from the peeling 
paintwork to the new painted walls.  We 
believe that there has been a significant 
improvement in the look of the engine 
room and this has improved the 
experience for the general public” 
David Pope 
Trustee and Secretary 

The Ellenroad Trust 

 

Recipient: The Ellenroad Trust 

Project: Upgrading the visitor experience at Ellenroad Engine House 

Fund: Projects Fund 

Awarded: £2,000 

 
The Ellenroad Trust was established in 1985 to ensure the preservation of the Ellenroad 
Engine House and engines.  The Trust arranged the refurbishment of the boiler house and 
the engines and started to run the site as a steam museum.  The Engine House was then 
scheduled as a National Historic Monument and the Trust is the legal guardian of the site.  
The Ellenroad Steam Museum Society was formed as ‘The Friends of Ellenroad’ and is 
tasked by the Trust to carry out the day to day activities on the site.  It maintains the building, 
engines and exhibits and organises the monthly steaming days when the Engine House is 
open to the public.  At the present time it is entirely run by volunteers. 
 
The Ellenroad Engine House is open to the public on a monthly basis and the main attraction 
is the nationally important engine.  The engine room was in need of substantial improvement 
to enhance the visitor experience and ensure a safer environment for the public.  The railings 
that separate the public from the engine needed to be removed, refurbished and reinstalled, 
the emergency fire escape access upgraded and the walls needed to have the old peeling 
paint removed and painted.  In addition, the floors and particularly the engines were 
thoroughly cleaned and the metal parts were given a coat of protective oil.  Work was carried 
out by volunteers as well as contractors. 



 

  

“We believe we have been very 
successful in promoting the civic twinning 
and the association friendship with 
Tourcoing.  …enjoying and participating 
in a wide range of activities served to 
foster social connections” 
Kathryn Rennie 
General Secretary 

Friends of Tourcoing Association 

 

Recipient: Friends of Tourcoing Association 
Project: Friends of Tourcoing Association celebration for 50 years of Civic Twinned 

Township Friendship 
Fund: Events Fund 
Awarded: £500 

 
Friends of Tourcoing Association aims to interest and inform the people of the Rochdale 
Borough about France and in particular the twinned town of Tourcoing.  The association 
promotes friendship, mutual respect and diversity.  The civic twinning relationship with 
Tourcoing has achieved 60 years and the friendship group a fantastic 50 years, bringing 
English and French together in community spirit and warm relationship.  Local people are 
offered the opportunity to engage in friendly social activities throughout the year and in 
particular, to access a bi annual trip to France to meet Les Amis de Rochdale, enjoying a 
civic reception from the Mayor of Tourcoing and sightseeing.  Many members have 
established solid friendships with their hosts over the years and return the hospitality to the 
French when they come to England to visit.  Friends of Tourcoing members actively take part 
in community events within the borough and contribute to the Mayor’s Charity as they have 
enjoyed civic patronage since their formation. 
 
A programme of activities in 2016 to celebrate 50 years of Tourcoing association friendship 
and 60 years of civic twinning promoted a positive image of the borough and its people.  
Friends of Tourcoing worked in partnership with community organisations and a school and 
patronised local businesses who all received credit for contributing to a successful visit. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Caldershaw Primary School (linked with Condorcet Primary School in Tourcoing) children 
hosted an afternoon of games and gave a choir performance, Heywood’s GPD Travel 
provided transport, students from Hopwood Hall College made and presented a celebratory 
cake, The Angel Project Community Café in the heart of Langley, Middleton welcomed the 
French guests and local potter Ken Isherwood produced commemorative bowls for the 
visitors.  The venues of the Coop Museum, Touchstones, Greater Manchester Fire Service 
Museum and St John The Baptist Church welcomed the visitors with special tours and 
entertainment was provided throughout the visit with performances from St Ann’s Morris 
Troupe, Milnrow, Wardle Senior Band and Skylight Circus Arts.  The Civic Dinner at 
Rochdale Town Hall hosted by the Mayor and Mayoress attended by the French guests of 
Deputy Mayor Didier Droart, President of Les Amis de Rochdale Mme Marie-Christine 
Lejenun, French Councillors Dorian and Sebastian Becue and Peter Maenout with other 
members of Les Amis de Rochdale was a special occasion with catering provided by Crofters 
and a performance by Lancashire Fusiliers Corp of Drums.  The local economy benefited 
from the visit with the French guests dining at local restaurants, hiring local transport and 
buying numerous souvenirs. 
 
Friends of Tourcoing Association considered the highlight of the programme was the 
spectacular celebration with 140 people at the 50th Celebration Dinner at Rochdale Town 
Hall.  The occasion was an opportunity to recognise special members of both Friends of 
Tourcoing and Les Amis de Rochdale.  Gifts were presented to Mrs Dorothy Forshaw in 
recognition of 50 years membership of Friends of Tourcoing and Christopher Dobby received 
a gift for having been a member of Les Amis since 1966 and at the age of 92 continues to 
take part in the exchanges.  Jean-Pierre Collado was presented with a gift in recognition of 
his contribution to Twinning and this was his 115th visit to Rochdale.  He began in 1971 as 
organiser of exchanges for schools and community groups and is remembered by many 
children now adults in the Rochdale Borough.  The programme of activities in 2016 to 
celebrate 50 years of Tourcoing friendship consolidated the association’s aims and 
aspirations. 



  



 

 

  
“The event was a great success, with 
hundreds of people attending the event in 
Hare Hill Park and watching the parades. 
The town centre was packed on the 
Sunday and everyone enjoyed the music 
and dancing, along with the children’s 
rides and stalls.” 
Stephen Lister 

Chairman, LEAF 

 

Recipient: Littleborough Events and Associations Forum (LEAF) 

Project: Littleborough Rushbearing Festival 2016 

Fund: Events Fund 

Awarded: £3,000 

 

The Rushbearing Festival has been held in Littleborough since 1991 and is accepted as a 
valued part of the local community calendar.  Originally a church-based event in which the 
floors of the churches were cleaned and refreshed with new reeds and rushes, the practice of 
Rushbearing has been revived in many towns and villages.  Littleborough is one of three 
towns in England that still maintain the decorated cart tradition (with Sowerby Bridge and 
Saddleworth).  Over the years the emphasis has changed and the festival now in its 25th 
anniversary year is more a celebration of traditional English dance and music. 
 
Littleborough Rushbearing Festival on 16-17 July 2016 provided the local community and 
visitors with the opportunity to celebrate the heritage of Littleborough with the traditional 
entertainment of folk dancing and music whilst also promoting the economy and tourism in 
the area.  This event was organised by the volunteers of Littleborough Events and 
Associations Forum (LEAF) working in partnership with community groups.  Littleborough 
Oakenhoof organised a repertoire of dance and music that provided quality performances in 
various styles from across England and Wales.  The cart dressing took place at Warland, the 
hamlet on Todmorden Road, where the owner of Warland Farm hosted an evening of song  



 

 

 

  
 

and dance with a BBQ while volunteers collected the rushes and decorated the cart.  
Littleborough Cricket Club was used as a base for the event with camp facilities provided for 
visiting dancers.  A Ceilidh was held at the Cricket Club on the Friday evening and on the 
Saturday evening the Conservative Club hosted a folk sing-along.  This year the new vicar 
allowed a visit to Holy Trinity Church for a symbolic presentation of rushes to the church, thus 
renewing the ancient connection between the Rushbearing and the church. 
 
The attractions of the Hrafnsdale Herred Vikings combat demonstration and ‘living history’ 
display, climbing wall, assault course, story den for children, dog display team, craft sessions, 
flags/banners and musical performances were funded with the grant.  The Rushcart was 
paraded to Holy Trinity Church to lay the rushes before being led by Littleborough Band from 
Hollingworth Lake to Littleborough Square.  Crowds enjoyed performances from Bacup 
Britannia Coconut Dancers, Littleborough Oakenhoof Cloggers, Horwich Prize Medal Morris 
Men, Rossendale Clog Heritage and The Thieving Magpies from Marsden.  Hare Hill Park 
hosted commercial and charitable stalls for visitors to browse providing refreshments, 
information and entertainment with performances from Wardle Folk Group, Whitworth 
Mummers and That’s All Folks on the bandstand. 
 
The 25th Anniversary of Littleborough Rushbearing Festival attracted visitors, musicians and 
performers from across the UK with participants enjoying their involvement in maintaining our 
English traditions. 



 

 

 

 


